
1800 South Second Street
Gallup, New Mexico 87301


STANDARD OPERATING GUIDELINE – OPERATIONS (SOG-Ops)
11/12/2015
POWER LINES/ENERGIZED ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT
SOG-Ops 112
In accordance with Fundamentals of Firefighter Skills, Jones and Bartlett, 2nd Edition

Purpose:
This guideline will establish a standard approach and response to the report of power lines down and other responses to energized electrical equipment.

PPE:
Full bunker gear; Self Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) if fire involved or possible.

Safety Considerations:
1. Life Safety!
2. Shelter in place if evacuation unsafe.
3. Consider all down wires as “energized.” 
4. Place apparatus away from “down lines and power poles” and out from under involved overhead lines that could fail and fall onto equipment or personnel.
5. Position all personnel a distance of at least one span between poles away from any downed power lines.
6. Use caution when spraying water on or around energized electrical equipment. Hose streams conduct current. Only use water in cases of extreme danger to life/limb!
7. In the event of multiple lines/poles down over a large area, call additional resources.

Initial Response:
Per Gallup Fire Department (GFD) SOG-Ops 101 Initial Emergency Response Assignments


Downed Powerlines and Vehicles:
1. Request utility company to respond via Metro Dispatch. 
2. Do not touch vehicle 
3. Have occupants remain inside the vehicle 
4. Place apparatus a safe distance away from down lines. 
5. If occupants must leave the vehicle (fire or other threat to life) instruct them to 
· open the door but not step out
· jump free of the vehicle without touching vehicle and ground at the same time
· use very small steps when walking away from the vehicle

Sub-Station, Transformer, Electrical Vault and Manhole Fires: 
1. Request utility company to respond via Metro Dispatch. 
2. Clear the area. 
3. Be aware of explosion potential. 
4. Place apparatus in a safe location away from overhead power lines. 
5. Protect exposures. 
6. Do not make entry until the utility representative has verified that the above electrical equipment has been de-energized.
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Response to Power Pole Fires: 
1. Request utility company to respond via Metro Dispatch. 
2. Consider all wires and poles as “energized.” 
3. Place apparatus away from “down lines and power poles” and out from under involved overhead lines that could fail and fall onto equipment or personnel. 
4. Secure the area/deny entry. 
5. Your primary responsibility is to protect the surrounding area. Short bursts of water are preferred methods to avoid being grounded.
6.  Do not make any direct fire attack until the utility representative has verified that the electrical equipment has been de-energized.
7. Never spray directly into the power lines.
8. Use a fog spray at the base of the pole if absolutely necessary to protect life/limb.
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