
1800 South Second Street
Gallup, New Mexico 87301

STANDARD OPERATING GUIDELINE – OPERATIONS (SOG-Ops)
11/12/2015
BRUSH FIRE
SOG-Ops 108
Purpose:
To establish safe working guidelines in the event of a brush fire.

Information:
While this SOG is written based on the possibility of responding to a larger incident it is usable on smaller incidents as well and will be followed as such.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
PPE:
Nomex coveralls, duty boots or structural boots, helmet, gloves, eye protection. ** Bunker gear is NOT approved for brush/wildland fires**

Initial Response:
Per GFD SOG-Ops 101 Initial Emergency Response Assignments

18 “Watch Out” Situations:
· Fire not scouted or sized-up.
· In country not seen in daylight.
· Safety zones and escape routes not identified.
· Unfamiliar with weather and local factors influencing fire behavior.
· Uninformed on strategy, tactics and hazards.
· Instructions and assignments not clear.
· No communications link with crewmembers/supervisor.
· Constructing line without a safe anchor point.
· Building fire line downhill with fire below.
· Attempting a frontal assault on the fire.
· Unburned fuel between you and the fire.
· Cannot see the main fire or not in contact with anyone who can.
· You are on a hillside where rolling material can ignite fuel below.
· Weather is getting hotter and drier.
· Wind increases and/or changes direction.
· Getting frequent spot fires across the line.
· Terrain and fuels make escape to safety zones difficult.
· Taking a nap near the fire line.

10 Standard Fire Orders:
· Keep informed on fire weather conditions and forecasts.
· Know what the fire is doing at all times.
· Base all actions on current and expected behavior of the fire.
· Identify escape routes and safety zones and make them known.
· Post lookouts when there is possible danger.
· Be alert. Keep calm. Act decisively.
· Maintain prompt communications with your forces, supervisor, and adjoining forces.
· Give clear instructions and insure they are understood.
· Maintain control of your forces at all times.
· Fight fire aggressively, having provided for safety first.

Operations:
· Establish Incident Command System (ICS)
· Size-up
· Location of fire head or heads.
· Pertinent burning conditions--weather, time of day, etc.
· Type of fuel--light, heavy fuel.
· Exposures--improvements, buildings, crops, etc.
· Size of fire and rate of speed.
· Special hazards-- spot fires, hazardous materials
· Manpower needs.
· Fuel continuity.
· Accessibility into fire area.
· Water resource—tenders, hydrants, etc.
· Line of retreat. How can I escape?
· Offensive/Defensive decision made early
· Direct attack will work for slow moving or small fires
· Attack the head of fire if possible
· If head is not feasible then flanks to head
· Indirect attack will work for fast moving or larger fires
· Create a fire line ahead of fire to stop progress
· Then attack as Direct
· Maintain situational awareness
· LCES
· Lookouts
· Communication
· Escape Routes
· Safety Zones
· Minimum 1” attack lines; larger may be needed depending on fire conditions
· Secure water supply early
· Maintain personnel accountability
· Constant weather updates
· Life Safety and Exposure Protection is priority
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