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RAPID INTERVENTION TEAM (RIT)
SOG-Ops 106

Purpose:
The purpose of this Standard Operating Guideline (SOG) is to provide guidelines for the creation and deployment of a RIT at an emergency incident.

Objective:
The objective of a RIT is to have a fully equipped team of firefighters in position to react in the event of a Mayday situation.

PPE:
Full Bunker Gear with Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA)

Establishment:
A RIT shall be established whenever firefighters are committed to entering an Immediately Dangerous to Life or Health (IDLH) atmosphere or when the Incident Commander (IC) deems it necessary.

Team Structure:
· The minimum number of members assigned to RIT shall be two (2).
· If staffing allows four (4) members are preferred
· The crew should be rested and available in a location that would allow quick access to the hazard area.
· If multiple RIT are deployed they shall be designated as RIT 1, RIT 2, etc.

Minimum Equipment:
· Portable radio(s)
· Flashlight(s)
· RIT pack (when available)
· Forcible entry tools
· Rope bag
· Thermal Imaging Camera (TIC) w/spare battery
· Any additional equipment needed due to incident (e.g., backboard, SKED, extrication equipment, saws, etc.)


Activation:
· If anyone suspects a firefighter may be missing
· If a “Mayday” is broadcast
· If a Personal Alert Safety System (PASS) device is activated within the structure with no known cause
· A Personnel Accountability Report (PAR) determines a firefighter is missing or presumed missing

Operations:
Once a “Mayday” or other information is transmitted that a firefighter is injured, lost, trapped or unaccounted for;
· The IC shall request Emergency Radio Traffic and that radio talk be kept at a minimum.
· The IC shall make an attempt to confirm the “Mayday” and receive a LUNAR report from the firefighter broadcasting the “Mayday”.
· The IC will notify Metro that there has been a “Mayday” declared and all non-emergency radio traffic will stop.
· The IC shall request a PAR of all personnel working at the incident.
· The IC will deploy the RIT to last reported location of the firefighter transmitting the “Mayday” and notify Metro that the RIT has been deployed.
· The RIT shall never self-deploy.
· The IC will assign a second RIT.
· The RIT will use any and all resources available to find and remove the firefighter(s) transmitting the “Mayday”.
· The RIT Company will work in teams of two, with two entry personnel and two at the entrance prepared to retrieve equipment or assist with extrication.
· In the event of locating a firefighter in need of assistance the RIT shall transmit to the IC the Location, Identification, Problem and any further resource(s) needed to conduct the rescue.
· In the event the FF in need of assistance cannot be removed immediately and the RIT has to exit, the RIT shall provide a full SCBA, radio and clearly mark the location with lights and ropes.
· All other companies shall continue with their initial assignment unless ordered by the IC to assist the RIT in the rescue.
· The IC will assign an ambulance to the distressed firefighter(s) and the RIT and request a second ambulance to the scene.
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