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Purpose:
To define the considerations for meeting the 2-In / 2-Out procedure requirement based on OSHA 29 CFR 1910.134(g)(4).

PPE:
Full Bunker Gear; Self Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA).

Information:
OSHA states that “once fire fighters begin the interior attack on an interior structural fire, the atmosphere is assumed to be IDLH and paragraph 29 CFR 1910.134(g)(4) [two-in/two-out] applies.”

The 2-In / 2-Out procedure will be established anytime firefighters are on air inside a structure and no other units have arrived on scene. In the event the initial company arrives on scene of a fire in the incipient stages the 2-In / 2-Out procedure is not required. OSHA further defines an incipient stage fire in 29 CFR 1910.155(c)(26) as a “fire which is in the initial or beginning stage and which can be controlled or extinguished by portable fire extinguishers, Class II standpipe or small hose systems without the need for protective clothing or breathing apparatus.”

Objective:
The objective of 2-In / 2-Out is to have fully equipped firefighters in position during the initial fire attack to react in the event of a Mayday situation.

Exceptions:
· When there is a reported or suspected life hazard where immediate action could prevent the loss of life.
· When the fire is in an incipient stage as defined above.

Operations:
· One primary member of the 2-In / 2-Out pair must be solely dedicated to tracking interior personnel.
· This position requires appropriate PPE and a radio.
· The second member of the 2-In / 2-Out team may be engaged in other activities within the hazard zone including operating the pumper.
· It is necessary that any rescue efforts be initiated as a team (2 members).
· If members of the 2-In / 2-Out team are required to assist with a Mayday situation, it is imperative that they communicate their actions to the Incident Commander (IC).
· Upon arrival of the next in pumper or aerial 2-In / 2-Out is no longer necessary and a Rapid Intervention Team (RIT) will be assigned
· See Ops-SOG 105
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